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Gender parity may be climbing upwards worldwide with the global gender gap standing
at 68.5% closed in 2024, but the glacial pace of change — it was 68.4% in 2023 — is a grim
statistic. At this rate, it will take 134 years to reach full parity, the Global Gender Gap report
released by the World Economic Forum (WEF) last week pointed out, “roughly five generations
beyond the 2030 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target”. Iceland maintains its number
1 rank (93.5%), and is also the only economy to have closed over 90% of its gender gap. India
has slipped two places to 129 out of 146 countries. Last year, it was ranked 127, after having
jumped eight places from 135 in 2022. India has closed 64.1% of its gender gap in 2024, the
report noted, leaving policy-makers with a huge window of opportunity to do better. The “slight
regression,” according to the report, is mainly due to “small declines” in the spheres of edu-
cation and political empowerment. With a population of over 140 crore, even two steps back
mean staggering numbers.

Though India, it pointed (" Apout Global Gender Gap Report 2024: R
out, had shown a slight

improvement in economic 1. The Global Gender Gap Report 2024 is published by the
participation and opportu- World Economic Forum.

nity for the last few years, it 0 It q it f kev di . .
would'need 6.2 percentage . assesses gender parity across four key dimensions:

points more to match its Economic Participation and Opportunity, Educational At-
2012 score of 46%. tainment, Health and Survival, and Political Empower-
ment.

One way of achieving
th? opjective will be thr ough 3. It is the longest-standing index tracking the progress of
bridging gender gaps in, numerous countries’ efforts towards closing these gaps

say, tl_1e labour force par- over time since its inception in 2006.
ticipation rate (45.9%). To

do that, a slew of measures | Key findings of the report:
must be in place, from en-
suring that girls do not drop
out of higher education,

providing them job skills, | o Among the 101 countries continuously covered since

ensuring safety at.the work- 2006, the gap has also improved by +0.1 points to reach
place, and helping them 68.6%

keep a job after marriage
by sharing responsibility for | 3. Despite progress, no country has achieved full gender
chores at home. In educa- parity. However, 97% of economies included in this edi-

tion, the gap petween men tion have closed more than 60% of their gender gap (com-
and women’s literacy rate is pared to 85% in 2006).

1. The global gender gap score for all 146 countries included
in this edition stands at 68.5%.
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17.2 percentage points wide, leaving India ranked 124th on this indicator. India has fared bet-
ter in the political empowerment index, but women’s representation in Parliament continues
to be low. For confirmation, look no further than the newly elected Lok Sabha. Close to 800
women contestants were in the fray, but the number of women Members of Parliament has
dipped to 74 from 78 (2019) of 543 members, which is 13.6% of the total. These numbers are
not a good sign in the backdrop of the Women’s Reservation Bill, 2023, yet to come into effect,
which aims to reserve one-third of the seats in the Lok Sabha and State legislative Assemblies
for women. All under-performing countries, including India, must heed WEF Managing Direc-
tor Saadia Zahidi’s words, calling for “Governments to strengthen the framework conditions
needed for business and civil society to work together to make gender parity an economic im-
perative”.

-~ Expected Question for Prelims 2N

Que. Consider the following statements with reference to the Global Gender Gap
Report 2024:

1. It is published by the World Economic Forum.
2. India is ranked 129th in this year's index.

Which of the statements gi.' n above is/are correct?
@)  Only1 ) oalyd

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

( Answer : C )

' Mains Expected Question & Format D

Que.: 'Businesses and civil society need to work together to make gender equality an
economic imperative.' make a comment.

Answer's Approach:

% In the first part of the answer, discuss the status-of gender equality globally and especially in India

based on the Global Gender Gap Report 2024
% In The second part discuss strategies for busi ciVil society to work together to achieve gender

equality economically.

% Finally give a conclusion giving suggestions.
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Note: - The question of the main examination given for practice is designed keeping in mind the upcoming UPSC
mains examination. Therefore, to get an answer to this question, you can take the help of this source as well as
other sources related to this topic.
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